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Glenwood Springs allows banners only as tempo-
rary signs for new business, or to announce grand 
openings, special sales, civic, educational or reli-
gious events, or sale/leasing of property.  All ban-
ners for commercial purposes require a Banner Per-
mit and are subject to the following standards: 
 

Temporary Signs: 
New businesses are allowed 1 banner that is not 
more than 16 square feet or more than 6 feet tall. 
Temporary banners can be installed 7 days prior to 
the business opening and must be removed within 
60 days of opening. 
 

Grand Openings, Special Sales & Promotions: 
Banners announcing grand openings, special sales 
or promotions, or sale/leasing of property may be up 
to a maximum of 36 square feet. Grand opening 
banners may be displayed a total of 7 days.  Ban-
ners announcing special sales/promotions or sale/
leasing of property may be displayed for a period not 
to exceed 45 days and removed 1 day after ending 
the sale or promotional event.  A business is allowed 
to have 1 special sale/promotion or sale/leasing 
banner 3 time periods per year, or a total of 135 
days per year.   
 
Where Can I Obtain A Banner Permit and 
How Much Does It Cost? 
Banner permits are available in the Community De-
velopment Department at City Hall or by going on-
line at www.cogs.us. Click on “City Departments”– 
“Community Development”. Banner permits can be 
found in “Most Common Forms”. Banner permits 
are free of charge. 
 
When is a Banner Permit Not Required? 
Glenwood Springs does not require a permit for ban-
ners that announce special campaigns, drives, or  
non-commercial activities for civic, philanthropic, 
educational or religious organizations. Banners may 
not exceed 90 square feet if displayed in a public 
right-of-way, or 60 square feet if displayed on private 
property. Banners can be posted 14 days prior to 
the event but must be removed within 3 days follow-
ing the event.   
 
All other banners require a permit prior to posting.   

Know the Rules  
Before you Buy! 



Planning to Install New Signs or Banners ? 
 

Signs 
 
 

Signs are a necessary means of communication 
and a vital component of any business.  Signs 
also contribute to the overall image of the city.  
Glenwood Springs established its Sign Code to  
preserve the city’s unique character, to provide for 
business signs within reasonable limitations, and 
to promote public health, safety and welfare. 
 

If you are a business located within the City of 
Glenwood Springs and are planning to install a 
new sign or modify an existing sign, you are re-
quired to obtain a Sign Permit prior to installation. 
 

All signs must comply with the City’s Sign Code.  
The purpose of this pamphlet is to provide you 
with a brief summary of the City’s signage require-
ments.  We strongly advise you to review the en-
tire Sign Code for applicability to your particular 
situation prior to ordering, purchasing or installing 
a sign.  You can find the Sign Code on-line at 
www.cogs.us.  Click on Municipal Code then go to 
Title 070.  The Sign Code is located in Article 
070.060.   

What Type of Sign Can I Have? 
Glenwood Springs Sign Code allows a wide variety of 
sign types. Some require permits and others do not.  
Generally, signs requiring permits are those that ad-
vertise a business.  Allowable signs include, but are 
not limited to, pole signs, monument signs, wall signs, 
hanging or suspended signs, and signs on canopies or 
awnings.  For a complete listing of allowable signs, 
please refer to the City’s Sign Code. 
 
What types of signs are prohibited? 
There are a number of sign types that are not allowed 
in Glenwood Springs.  A few of the prohibited signs 
include: 
• A-frame or sandwich board signs, except in down-

town Glenwood Springs; 
• Banners, inflatable signs and wind signs, except 

as discussed in this pamphlet; 
• Beacons & search lights; 
• Billboards and off-premises signs, except by Plan-

ning & Zoning Commission approval; 
• Flashing signs; 
• Moving signs except time/temperature signs and 

traditional barber poles; 
• Portable and wheeled signs; 
• Roof signs, except in downtown; 
• Signs in a public right-of-way.  
 
Please refer to the City’s Sign Code for a complete list 
of other prohibited signs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention:  
Glenwood Meadows & Downtown Businesses  

There are special signage requirements for businesses 
located in the Downtown area and in Glenwood Mead-
ows. Please contact the Community Development De-
partment for more information.  

How Big Can My Sign Be and How Many Signs 
May I Have? 
Signage size and number depends upon the type of 
sign and where your business is located within Glen-
wood Springs. For a direct answer to this question 
you will need to call the Community Development 
Department or visit the City’s web site and review the 
Sign Code. 
 
Are Permits Required For All Types Of Signs? 
No.  There are a number of signs that do not require 
a permit. These include directional signs, construction 
and real estate signs, menu signs and menu boards, 
interior signs, vending machine signs, and yard sale 
signs.  These are just a few of the signs that do not 
require a permit. However, many of these sign have 
certain size limitations. Please review the complete 
list in Chapter 070.060.030 of the Sign Code.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where Can I Obtain a Sign Permit and How Much 
Does it Cost? 
You may obtain a Sign Permit by visiting the Commu-
nity Development Department at 101 W. 8th Street, 
by calling 970-384-6400, or by going on-line at 
www.cogs.us.  Click on City Departments– Commu-
nity Development.  Sign Permits can be found under 
“Most Common Forms”. Sign Permit fees vary de-
pending upon the type of sign you are requesting.   
 
What If I Have Additional Questions? 
If you have additional questions regarding signage for 
your business you may visit the Community Develop-
ment Department at City Hall, 101 W. 8th Street, or 
call 970-384-6400. 
 

You may also access the City’s Sign Code by going 
on-line at www.cogs.us.  Click on Municipal Code, 
then click on Title 070.  The Sign Code is located in 
Article 070.060. 

Attention:  
For Real Estate Open House Signs require-
ments please refer to the City’s Sign Code Sec-
tion 070.060.030(b)(2)w.  
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